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Chittick, W.C.

, ABU 'L-KASIM AHMAD B. MANSUR b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Djabbar (487-23 Shawwal 534/1094-11 June 1140), author of Rawh
al-arwah fi sharh asma’al-malik al-fattah (ed. N. Mayil Harawi, Tehran 1368/1989), a long (600 pp.) Persian commentary on
the divine names. His father Abu ’1-Muzaffar Mansur (426-89/1035-96) wrote books in tafsir , hadith , fikh , and other
subjects. Ahmad studied with his eldest brother, Aba Bakr Muhammad, the father of ‘Abd al-Karim al-Sam‘ani [q.v.], author of
al-Ansab , as well as several other teachers. In 529/1135 he travelled with ‘Abd al-Karim to Nishapiir to study hadith. His
nephew does not mention his writings but, in praising his virtues, speaks of his "elegant" ( mali/) sermons and good poetry
(al-Ansab, ed. ‘A. al-Barudai, iii, Beirut 1988, 299-301). His elegance is clear in Rawh al-arwah , a work of extraordinary beauty
that was certainly meant to be recited aloud. The prose ranks with that of contemporary classics such as Ghazali’s Kimiya-yi

sa adat , but its main importance lies in its fresh interpretations of standard Islamic teachings on human salvation. Al-Sam‘ani
pays little attention to the divine names themselves; instead, he uses each name as a starting point for a series of meditations
on the relationship between human beings and God. The extraordinary emphasis on love prefigures the teachings of Riimi and
reflects the same { spiritual ambience as Maybudi’s Kur’an commentary Kashf al-asrar wa- uddat al-abrar (begun in
520/1126).

(W.C. Chittick)
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