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/?c·r•ic•111, 11( /Jooh I rll 

n li1nl . and 1hc cdi1or s of 1hc rc , pc c1ivc ,•ul11me1 giv e an , cco uni o f ihc sour ce, wh och 1hey luve 
ro lla1ccl lo c11abl1d1 1hc tex1. 

Th e m m1 11npo r12n1 biogr2pl11c2I 11011cc, tu 1hc m odern h i,torr,n arc ihmc of ,1-~Jfadr, 

co 111c111porarces. co ncerning whom he co uld draw 011 hi , o wn mem o ries or tho1e of hi , friends . 

S111<e. 111oreovc r. he p21sed 1110,1 of Im lrfc 111 Syria, he " particular!) • i11fom u11vc 011 pcrso111 

co1111ec1cd wuh 1h21 part of 1he M2ml11k rea lm . 1 hese two vo lum e, . dc,li ng as they do wi1h people 

bea11111t Arahr c name,. hav e lml e 10 o ffer 011 111<·111bers of 1hc M•mluk ruling and nrili1ary elite. 

who1e name, were Turkish or Moni:ol Yet eve n brief acco11n1s of obscure nirr,, wh o arc 

1111111c111io11cd hy 1hc !(rCll chronicl ers, ca n o iler po int , of hist orica l inrercst . Tw o 111s1211ces may be 

given frnnr Vol. xxr. No . 107 .11 p . 107 , the A111ir 'Ala' .,1-0 ;., 'Alf b . Tughrl1, wa ,. on 1he evidcrrcc 

o f hi, name. the su n of• Mamluk hke •l-~af.rdi lnm self. Thi, fact did not. howeve r, ex ch,d c hinr 

fron, 111ili1ary oflicc, and i11 Habi' 11 748 / July Auiirr st IH 7, he 2rrived in D•m.r< cus fro111 C•iro, 

2ppoin1etl to 1he high office of /ulji/1. Al 1hi, ve ry 1imc, Yalbugh:i al-Yal.ry:twT. 1he l(Ovcrrror of 

Damamr<, Wal 1ryi11g 10 foment• rev o lt •g• im1 Su h an •I-Muiaffar l;lijji . · All' •I-DTn 'Air 211d other 

onrfr, rece ived secret orders 10 arre 1t YalbughJ. who fletl from Dam:is cus . Having pla yed• v2liant 

part III the pur,ui1 of Yalbugha. 'Al;i' al-Din ' Ali uhu mcd lcave to retir e 10 Cai ro. wh ere he died 

o f plague in 74')/ 1348-9 . An ot her son of• M amluk who had his place in th e nrilrtu y clue wu •n 

arnir of Terr in Dam ascus. 'Al ii' al-Din 'Air b . T•ydarnur , t0 whom live line, arc devo 1ed (N o. 110 

.i p. 10R). Hi s father, a Mamluk of al-Nl)lr Mu~•nrnud, o iled by al-Safadr T•ydamur Kukuz, is 

pos<rhly identica l wi1h Taydmtur D.k.z al-SiqT. m11qaddam of a Th ous.1nd ( i .e. 211 am Tr of 1hr highest 

rank) 111 D ama scus. who dice! in lh jab 737/J•n .· Feb . IJJ7 (Barban Schiife r, Dir Cl1tn111k nl-S11.efd'i1, 

1, \V, csba,lc n. H)77, 15). However thi s ma y he. T•yd amur o r his comndc, ,m at have nude 

provi,ron for hi< ,0 11 a1 a tender agt·. The Arnfr 'Air h. Taydan111r died (an ot her vic1in1 o f1hc Ulack 

Death ) 111 D ama,cus in It.jab 749/Se p1.- Oc1 , 1.148 11•n-/111n ynbq11/ 111ajl11c/1- "and hi , face wa, y,·1 
hcartlk•,s " , 
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An yone who has eve r 2ue mp1cd to read lbn al-' A rabis m~~num opus. ol-F1111i~d1 al-Maltkryya 

(w hich may he 1ransla1cd ,s 77,r ,\/ rm m lfr11rla1101rs. or as C hini ck prefers. T/,r i\fr aa ,r Opr 11i,r.~s), 

w rll know how cliflicuh ii r< to nu ke msu111ed an d co herent sense or this great work. pntr cularl y 

rf th e Arabi r cditrnn chu m , lacks any ind ice<. If eve r th ere were a work crying out for >11 i111clh1tcn1 

pr, to 1111itle and dirc r 1 rl,c rc,der. the F111,l!111t 11/-M11kkiyyn i, rlrot work . II ii for 1his rcaso11 among 

,11her< 1ha1 I - 111 co mmo11, no doubt. wuh 11ta11y 01hcr schob rs of lb11 al-' ArahT and bbmi c 

phi lu,ophy breathe an errurrrrum sigh of relief am l wclcorne 1110s 1 warm ly wh>1 is • 111a1111ili cc111 

achievement . l'roCcsso r Chiuick's hoo k. if not the cx pc c1ecl mahcli. is 21 least ,11 awaited I';, pM 

exce llence . I le h>< wri11cn what mu st <ur cly become tl,r n211dard guid e no t o nl y to the f-111d~d1 but 

w 1h11 al- ' ArabT hin t<clr. replacrng in 1hr pru ce" lc.,e,. but s1ill notable 2chicve111e111,. of his 

prcdccc,sors hk c A E. Affrli 's M ysrical T'h,losophy of Mu hy,J Dm - lbn11/ Arab, (m ). republrsh « l from 

lire oriit rn•l C •mbridgc cd11io 11 by Sh Mul u11111ud A,hrafofuhorc in June 1964, whi ch co11sti1111ed 

a 1horo11gh. ,f co 111rovcrsia l, mtroductron to the l) octo, r\lnx1m11s (as lb11 al-' ArahT ha s bccn 1crrncd ). 

Prnfn,or Ch1111ck. who" the l'r ofn,or or lkhi:10u, Siud ,c, at 1he Sutc Univcr1i1y oCNcw York, 

Sto11y II rook and a111hor of 'f7rr Sufi P,111, of ,.,,,., . //,r SJ"'""" ' Tr~tlri11.~s of R11mi as well•• ni11e 01her 

hook,. " cle2rly «uke, 1 111 the th ought of 1h11 •I • ' Ar2bT H r< hool. i,. Chi111ck 1clls "'· 1he fruit of 

twenty )'ca{ 111dy. beg1111 ortgi11, ll y .11 Tehran Univer<it) ' under suc h nouhlc h1111inJrit1 a, 
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Sey yeti I ln «c in NJ sr and T . Izumi. Chinic k 110 1c< 111.1111111 al-'ArabT" is not afraid to go into ,k1.11I " . 

h i< unc ,,f 1he nta; or nrern< of thi, hook thot ncuh cr 15 C him ck. 

1 he 2uthor 1ell< u, tlut "m writing th<' hool., I iru:d to avord any prec oncep uom >< to wh,1 lbn 

al-'Aubi 1ho11ltl be 1.1ying or wha1 he ha< w offer .. I hav e tried 10 o pen th e doo r to llrn ol-'Arabis 

fnder and allow the rea der 10 look 111. if not ac111ally <tcp nmde ". These comment\ provide • key 

10 wha1 the author has done : h is grc21cst achrevcrncnt is 110! ncc=rily lO hav t· 1ramlat cd 50 111ucl1 

nf 1he Fu11l!1d1, ofte n fo r 1hc /ir,t time. 1n douhl e co h111111ed page s, ;,s lU ha ve organ isccl in• lucid and 

,c,d1hlc fad11011 1hr co 111e11t<. theme< and doc111nes of lbn al-' Ara bi's g reate st work 211d mule 1hcm 

avai l.,hlc . 1101 J"'' to specialists like thi, revi e wer, but to ,II ,c holars and studcrrt< uf philo sophy Jlld 
tho111(ht wh,·11,cr 1h01 he li larni c or 01herwi sc. \Vhe11 one co,mclcrs that 1hr f-111,J!r<ll. as C h111ick 

pui111< nut, will till a 11rojectcd 17 ,000 pai:cs 111 O,ma11 Y Jhia, cri 1ical edition. 1ha1 i1 includ es 56o 

chapt er<. J11tl 1hat "th e wh o le cor pus <land< a1 arr extrcrncly high level of sophisticot io11 a11d tlcman ch 

famrhant y wnh all the lsl•mic <eien ccs ·. one reJh sc, how mu ch Professo r C hitt ick', hook is a /our 

dr fc,r,r o f hrillrJII! o rgwi sation . 
111 ., work co 111prisi11g a lntl c over 400 pa~c • of p11rc 1ex1 - I do 1101 includ e here the addi11011al 

(and 1hornugh) note<. bibliography and mcliccs - Ch rm ck ha, organised his material urrdcr c1gh1 

major headrng, · af ter th e /111rc>d11<1io11. th ere ,r e large sections providi ng an O 11rri•irrv and 1hen 

survcyrng llm al-' Ara hr, work in term s of its Thr11lo,Ry, 0 1110/n,Ry, Epi11,mology. l lt1mrnr1<t1(S and 

s,,1m11/c•.R)' before cndrng with a final cha pter cn1i1lcd '1mply Cor1mmmo1ior1. All th e th em es an d 

proble ms fa111iliar to 1hc sclw lar and student of lbn al-' Ar1bT are here : umj,id, 1he nam es of God, 1hc 

role of Mulp1111,rad. 111anifcs121io11. th e sta ll.I< >n<I fun ctio11 nf 111211, to nm1c b111 a very few. Orrc ma y 

mll always agree wi1h aspects ofChimck's sustai ned ,11ulysrs but one is alway s gra1cful for his vision 

wd the hre.rdth of 1hc c111erprisc. The Index of N0111cs arrd Terms alone at 1he end of 1hc boo k 

(pp.441 - .17R) i11 clo11hlc co lumn s is• superb and mu ch-n eeded rcscar ch 1001. 

It wi ll be clear fro m the se rc1112rk, 11»1 the reviewer 1»1 Celt the need lO deploy J co nsiderable 

armoury uf 1up erb tiv es: b111 thi s is • work whrch 11eccss211ly a11d justly evokes such a response. It 

"· I rcpc:it , • magni ficem 2ch1eveme111. I fcrvcruly hope 1h21 1hc sale of 1hi, book will 1101 be 

rcstnctcd 10 librari es bu 1 will also he to private Jlld publi c s1udcn1s and scholars everywhere who 

re11u11e an crud11c pi, tO guide them through 1h11 al-' Aub1 s 1tre21cst - but 111051 d,flicuh enterprise . 
IAN ll.1c 1JAA!l N ETTON 

h1 AMII' SPAIN. Uy GourA~Y GOODWIN. (Ar ch11cctur,1I Guide s for Travellers. ) pp. x, 1 50, fro111 .. 

rll11, .. pb11,. m>p Lo11du11, <'IC., l'c11g11111 ll ouk<, 1990. £R .IJ9. 

Thi , book :11111111111< 10 :, cata logue raiso1111c of l<l:1111ic buildings in Spa in. dcsigrr cd "' he or 

pra ctic tl nsc to 1hc 1111erc<tcd traveller. h wi ll se rve its purpose admirabl y. being at once 

ct1111prchc11<1vc Jnd corrcisc. °' w ell as ligh t i11 weight. clearly arranged. 011d c3sy to ,orrsult i11 ditlicult 

rn mli111111<. I here .rrc 1111111crou, 1llus1ra1ion<, J ge11e~.1I nllp , plans o f Seville . Corduba, Gra nada. the 

Allllrnhra. J111I Tulcdo, • ,hon g lo,sary . and a usefu l noic on museums. The scope of the vo lum e 

" rc,111c1nl tu Sp.111i,h 1cr11tnry 011 1hc European n>J111hml, Ccut a, Mclilla ancl the lhle art n being 

exclrrtl « I. ·1 hr< " perhaps 111 acco rdance w11h 1hr pt.rt nf the scr,cs. but it would surely ha, •e been 

scrmblc to rnclutlc not nn l)· 1bc t<land•. but aim l' ortuga l l"hc lslanrrc remains th ere arc neither 

numcruu"- 1uu ~pt•ct:u:ubr ~nd \vould not h.:avc-,uldrcl ,nu c.h to the length. or prc,un1;1hly 1hc rtn t. 
ol 1hr lm ol. I he p1MC11t frontier bet"ccn Spam anti Portugal Wl\ ofno significan ce, et1hcr 1><>h11cal 

o, culwral. w ith 111 1he bo1111daries of AI- A111blu , . ·1 he word "lsb nric" , .. ·he 11tlc ha, bce11 

1111cr prctctl le" 11Jrrowly th ,11 has" Spam" . Mu,l<'pr worl. "rncl uclcd and ,(_ u1ld1ng< arc listl'd 

,,t uch wrr r 1101 t.·n·c-u·cl mukr Mudim rttk ur p.1tr<>•,.1~c Vnii:,othi<' rcm:ain~ .arc- often nnu·, I 




