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This lucid ::ind compelling ::iccounr ofisl::im is \\'l"irtcn from wl1Jt might be 
oiled :i phc.:nomenologic:il pc.:rspecti,·e. Beciuse its princip.il :iim is to pn:sc.:nr 
lsl:im :1s ;1 li\'ing: faith from ::i i\.!us!im pcrspec ti,·c :is rcfkrn.:d in the: chssicJ! 
tc.:xts of the.: tr:idicion, f\ !ur:ir:i .111d Chittick ( comp:ir:ici,·c: srudics, Sc :-,., -Y, Sron~· 
Brook ) go ro some length ro diffc.:renri:uc.: their work from the numc.:rnm 
historii.::i!, cririi.::111~· oriented introductions to lsbm that h::i,·e :1ppe:1red o,w 
the I.1st se,·er:il dc.:c.1des. The~· :ire.: com·inced tlut this btter kind of schol.ir
ship , ,·.1lu:1ble though it is, is ultim.1td~· un.ibk to t:Jpture or con,·ey the.: inner 
meaning ch.it lsl:tm h;1s had, :ind continuc:s to hJ,·e , tor ,\lus!im s. le is rhi~ 
interior dimension of Islam, :ibsrr:icted from hist0 1-Y JS ic wen:, th.it ,\l ur.1t.1 
.ind Chinick see co :ircicul:tre in the present "·ark. The book's tc.:n dupcer s 
.1rc.: grouped into four sc:<.:tions. In the tirsr f\1·0, Islam is presented .,s ., 11·.1~· 
of lite.: ddined b~· :i sec of primary duties .md bc.:liefs: in rhe third. the ques · 
tion of i11cencion.1lity .is ir rc.:l.ires co both pr:icrice .rnd belief is t.1kcn up . 
. ind in rhc.: ti11.1I section, some.: ofche ch.irJcterisri<.: tc.:.uures of Islam"s cnn 
..:eprion of hiscory .ire bridl~- disi.:usst.:d. The book is intended to sen e .ts .111 
introdui.:rory text in undc:rgr:idu.ite college .md u11i1·ersiry ..:ourse:. on bl.1111. 
bur it ..:.111 sc.:1Y<: equ.,!ly \\'ell JS :m introduction co Isl.lm for J more gener.1! 
re.1tlership. L'seful gloss.1ry of cechnic.11 cams; brief s<:t of nore s. Recom • 
menJ<:d ro .1111.'.ollcge ;tnd unin:rsiry libr:iric:s :is ,,·ell .1s co public libr:1ri1:~ con
cernc:d ro n1.1inr.1in up-co-d::itc: inform:irion on m;J.jor !i,·ing religions .
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