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N a,rrati ,,e \r@iGes are "batit le,vea r )7'; a11cd 
' 'strai11ed,n ,, ,I1ile uhe ,, ,orlcl is " frostsealed ." 
Ivloclen1 po etr'i readers l1a\1e rea sons to l)e 
grat efL1l tor Fairle)7's sup erb i11ter1Jrel:ati()ll, 
R eco111111e11decl for lJublic a11d acad e-111ic 
librarie.s.-Miriarn Tuliao, NYPL 

Dunn1ore, Helen. Qlad of Tl1ese Times. 
Dufour. Jul.. 2007. 55p. ISBN 978;.1-85224-
758-4. pap. $21.95. POETRY 

" In crack-l1a1111ted alle)'S, o, 1erl1a11gs,/ plots 
of sour eart l1 tl1at IJass for garde11s, / i11 tl1e 
space bet\\;ee11 ,, ,all a11d ,,,l1eelie bi11/ / in 
all cl1ese places tl.1e cit)' lilacs are pu sl1i11g/ 
tl1eir cone s of blosso111 i11to tl1e spr in g." 
\°\Titl1 a ]cee11 e) 1e for detail a11d a11 ear for 
tl1e s,,,eet , sul)tle 111usic of tl1e , ,_,orld arou 11d 
l1er, D u11111ore proves l1erself to be as ade1)t 
at u11,, ,indin g , ,,r)7, curioL1s, a11d fascir1at
ing stor ies i11 l1er poetr) ' as sl1e is i11 l1er 
acclai1n ed fictio11 (e.g., A SJJell ef I1llinter). 
Thes e ne,,, poen1s, l1er first collectio11 si11ce 
Out ef the Blue: Poe111s 1975- 2001, co11tin11e 
her l)rrical i11,,estigat ion into tl1e cor 11ers of 
lif~·- qui et , jo) 7011s, or dark . Ho11est a11d 
generous, tl1is , :,,rork ca11 also be l1au11ti1;ig: 
"a b11ncl1 of violets/ laid on a grave, and a 
, ;,,1oma11 vvalking, / and black ra im falling 
on tl1e l1eadstone/ of <the l1andson1est 111a11 
I've e,rer seen.' " Tlm tender yet intem.se new 
collectio11 is recomm ended, particu 1la,rly for 
con tempora ry British poetry collections. 
Louis McKee, Painted Bride Arts Otr., Philadelphia 

Merwin, W.S. The Book of Fables. Copper 
Canyon. Jul. 2007. ISBN 978-1-55659-256-©. 
pap. $20. POETRY 

Since his ea,rliest writ in.g, P ulitzer Prize 
,;,,,i rn..mer Me r\vin's p 0em.s have been built 
1i1pon image ry, often a JDileup of what LoFca 
called the duende ancd Ro bert Bly cl-efined 
as the deep i,n1age. Given tl1e leaps fro1n 
line to lir:ie in vhese poems., nhe transitio1,1 
to brief p1:ose pieces seem ed a :rnatl.!lual a,nd 
welcome diversion. T h5.s v0lume i:rnGlwdes 
every n11,iNg from two o.p. c::ollection.s-The 
)\!liner's Pale Ch.ildren (1969) ancd 1-Jouse a11d 
Travelers (1977)-a s we ll as new pieces, 
r a1nging fr:om a p>a1E-agraph no 13 page .s. 
"1:lile nr1.:1e plieseJilt is tlile pla£e ,vlilere on,ly 
one can st-an.cl, w],i0 is standing tl1e.Jie fo.Ir tl1e 
fir,st tillilile," he says in 0me of ol:1e laner pieces 
liler:e. A..:rnd ul1.is semse of self am.cl 0tl1er, -v,,itl1 
til1e spea1ker eitliler par t of a )Drimi tive £01-
lecnive m.iy-tli10,l0gy 0.r a detaclilecl @ll>server, 
wer~acles. De spille aJiJ. U111i1clerlyi11g c\Jl111re1i1t of 
fea,r aJil@ Gl00m, tilile S\:lrruea1l lar.rcrlst,a1;,e is ac
ce_µ,ned wi th10\!lt ,Stiil.!lggle. 'Fin@ two v01lll1i}CS 
p1!1hlis-li1ed hene aJDp>eane.<rl be(0n<i tli1€ ue0ent 
J)F0se JD©efilil .a,11..0 filas1il ru.0ti01il Iilil~v,e111e1:1ts 
becaF11e·fus'hi,i@malD]€ i,r,i fu ilileriea,,ro. l,ioerat-1,1,ue, 
bl!1t M erwin.'s w ritii,ro.g aclcls a,1i10tiliJ.©r cdirili1e1i1-
siq1J t© h>ouli gen,r.es.- Roehelle1.R-:atner:, 1fom:nerrl.¥ 
w,ith Soho Weeki¥ Wews, New1 ¥or-k 
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RELIGION 
Brother Aindrew & Al Janssen. Secret 
Believers: What Happens When Muslims 
Believe in Christ. Revell. Jul. 2007. 
c,272p. bibliog. ISBN 978-0-8007-1874-9. 
$19.99. REh 

As ri\reti11g a11d fust-p aced as any \1/ell-,\'rit
te11 11ovel, tlus accoL1nt by Ar1drev,r (four1der, 
01)e11 .Doors I11tcr11ational; Cori's S1111,gglc1) 
a11d Ja11sse11 (coa11tl1or, Tl,e 111larriage 111Jasfcr
JJiece) of se,,eral M l1slu11s i11 tl1e M iddle East 
v,,}10 Iii.ave co111e to C l1rist is a11 inspirir 1g 
call for tl1e We stern C l1L1rcl1 to e11gage i11 

a "good Ji l1ad" to l1elp tl1e Mi ddl e East
er11 Cl111rcl1's str L1ggle for sL1rvival. Tl 1e at1-

tl1ors refer to tl1is cor1verted popl 1lation as 
Mus li111 Back gro L111c.l Believ er s, a11cl tl1ey 
l1ave cliJ.a11ged tl1eir 11a111es a11c.1 locations for 
pro~ect io11. In111Jlicit in tl1e story is an un 
detl) ri11g global probler11 bot l1. Mu ,sli1ns arrd 
Cl1ristians sl1are: 111,a11y do11't really "wa 1k 
tl1e talk" tl1eiir respective scrip tuFes preacl1. 
I11stead, a1J:1>atl1y or vio'lence r11r1s ran1pant. 
Tl iluougl1,0 i1it tl1e 11arra t ive, tl1€ autl1ors 
preac:11 love a11d forgiveness, two attributes 
sacd1l;y 1:iilissing ifrl 21st-~ent l!lry society . T hey 
e1~oin C1'1ristia·n.s o-f all <lienomin ations to 
coop·€rate in tl1is ' '1illi-ssioro:" and lead hy tl1e 
exa1111iple of thei,r 0v\r•n lives. R ecommend 'ed. 
for afil l,1Jbra,ries.-' Garry Pr. Gillum, Brijg_ham Young 
l!Jniv., Prio.'lo; l!lif 

Dug•an, Ellen. l}J.atura,I Wi.tehery: lntuitiv,e, 
Personal & IPractieal Ma~ieJ<. LJiewell!)'n. 
20©7. c.i ·aap. bibliQg. ,inHex. ISB·N 978"'0-
J38J-0.922-2. ~ap~ $1.6.9§. REL 

According to a 20'.01 Piru1eFi~an J&@1igi0u1s, 
Lde,n_tificat ion Sl!l'rV@)', a,n. esti:nil:attrcl 134,0@(i) 
.Amer:iearr,s see the 111selves as Wicc a.ns. I t 
n1ay be a~si1med . tlo.at tU1e nu,1n ber of I'le·o
p,aga !iJ.. ad.1l11ereTr1,ts i,s ,e-ven l11i1glil'el!·, as m1an)' 
fear tl1at cli,sclos·l!lr:e ,:vi'lll br;i,J:il.g ,misunc.der"'
standing acnd Sl1spicio111 amd ,are tl1t1s l1esitant 
tro ictl1ent i1£y t l1~111,selives a,s S'ls1cl11. ~till ot l1ers 
m1ay si1rnply pract ice pagan S')'Ncrreuisrnil, i.e., 
tl1e i;11corporaitio11 of s·peeific- e'len1en.ts 0f 
va,ri0us spir itualities ir1to a disti11ctive patl'l. 
Wit l1 tlile goal @f fostering spi,ritwal 0evel-
0pn1en.t ,vit L11i11 a J!)ersor1a,l pagari1 }l>rae:.:tice, 

· 1D.uga11 (Car<ler1 I;JV:ital1er}1: Nfqgiak frorn tlie 
Crou11d Up) <ta1pl>1asizes "1ilatu ral n1agick,s" 
a1rod d,uaws· fron1 i1ilroatre irilt\,1,iti:ve talents. IH]\~u 
pri1Iililer for "g,reen" witc,:hcraf.t-i .e., ,vi tch.
GFaft i,11 tu1Qe ,vitl1 seaso11-al ele111en.ts'.~ is a 
g0ld rni ,ne of co1il~e1Pts and resol!1rc:es f0f ul1e 
n0vice ~o irnner111..eclia te p>rrae11itio :Jilerr. 'F l1e 
seaso11ecd {ld@pt, too, wi 1ll fi11d tl1e hancly 
00rFes1:>011.crleric:e l ists a·11d e:xercises, inil.- ' 
Iilile1i1sely l!lse6i1l. Also iroolu1cde0 aFe ~p>©lls, Fitt
l!la1ls, ar,10 bla11ilk s_p>ace f@r a persG11al grii,noir.e 
to jo t! cl@,w111 ideas a11d insigl1t-s. Cli1ook-61.!1ll 
~f r.e-leva,rilt ,viscl©111 a1riJ.cl livel.y li1t111110r, ~l1is, 
1s a va,ll!l•alDl~ acdcl1ioi0N ti0 a11ily aviili p>ag;ifli ,s 
,F')@•us011al ref@Fe1iJ.,<;;e 1i~11a1F¥. ~JP-p>r0wr.iate f@r--
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all libr aries vvith altern ative spiri tuality coL
lectioi1s .- Dina Komuves, Collingswood, N1 

1f The Inner Journey: Views from the 
Islamic Tradition. Morning Light. (Parabola 
Anthology). 2007. 318p. ed. by William C. 
Chittick. illus. ISB'N 978-1-59675-017-3. pap. 
$22 .95. REL 

Parabola, a joL1rn al ab ou t my th, trad ,iti0n, 
ancl tl1e search for n1ean.ing, has for 30 yearn 
been pL1bli sl1in g essays ·fro m an_cient and 
ino de rn stL1den ts of t}1e m ystical religiot1s 
tradirion s. Ir1 2005, Mor ni ng Light Pr~ss d~ 
but ed it.,; series compiling the journal 's best 
essays on eacl1 tradition ; volu mes on Bud
dlii srn , C h ristianity, and Hi ndui sm have 
already app eared, and a volum e o.n Judaism 
also appeared this year. This volume' s editor 
is one of tl1e foremost \Vestern author ities 
011,Islamic though t and Sufism . rle brings 
toa etl1er interv ievvs \vith Iranian !vluslim 

b 

p11ilosoph.er Sey yed Hosse in Nasr delin-
eating the profound mystical and symbolic 
meanings of the Islamic spiritual expe rieflc€; 
essays by French philosopher and theo lo
gian Henry Corbin , sympathetic academics, 
and prom inent Western converts to Islam; 
and translations of the ,vorks of R umi, .&t,,,. 
tar, and other great mystics of the N1uslim 
vvorld. Because of its co.mfonable and posi
tive presentation of the inmer core of-Islamic 
.teacl1ing- rernove·d from the modern politi 
cization of ul1e Muslim communiry - and its 
coricomitan t overemphasi s on Islam as a legal 
s,ystenil, this collectio m n1ay serve as a partia:l 
ant idote to tl1e-\Vest ern publ ,ic's prejudices· 
aga1in s-t Isslam. Highl> r recomm ended for 
_fulDlic, Fe1igio8s, and un iversity librarie s.--
William~P. Collins, bil:Jrar,y of Congress 

ll!~vitt, Peggy. God Needs· No Passport: 
Immigrants and the Changing American 
Religiaus Landscape. New Pr, dist. by 
Norton~ 2©0ll. c .. 288pl inaex. ISBN 978-1-
59§'5'8-~1691.3. $26.95. REL 

Levitit (sociology, \Vetlesley Coll. ; Tl1e Tm1·JS'-
l'latio11al f/ iflagers) op>eHs-,Yith tl1e e..,'-perience~ 
ofU .S: i1i11niigrant~ from a sn1ail city rn iBte,-• 
ri0F IB1i-a~il and sinul ar places i,n India, Paki
sta11, amd L11:ela1ncl, <aFavvi,ng from e..~tiensi¥e 
st1rveys ancl i11tervie\,VS. ,vith 247 first,.g~m.
eranioril irn1;i:1.igi;ants. Me£ cl1ar tlS.aBd: stariscicS< 
give a,m excel1lemt @verahl vievv 0f nhe Fesl!lllts, 
of her tl1._0r0.1,1gh 011-site-researcl1; nhe il!Il.!1s
tiraci0ns sl1@,v l'l@:\-v im1Iili1igrati @}i}; is a£fe0ri1;ig 
Aro1.@riC-allil va1ll!1es becati1se ©f, e:;.g., m girat01r,y 
@~perieri@es', t'1Iilil.ily tie&, ecdl!lcani0naJl aunai.1N

n1euits) [l)G>liGi€al p'a1~1liciJ3>atli0m, a1.u1€l s0eial iFlcdi
roatiQns·; !Levitt <ilese1:c.1bes speGi~Gailiy ,tJlile "~¥ 
ndl1igj@1r1.is h>eimg cli1aJl1Iengecd :.lilil~ ~lila,rng~<tl~ 
" l . . 1· . .,J u;, t:.. • t ilat 1t is, a 11,ve atiJ.\!1 \.Yelil! ·; -a•liltd c1:1at · 1t ©}iJ©F-· 

atles· acr@ss CUJ;ltilllli@S, [11.ll.l!l@h ti1ie t@m.1.y,~s; g l0lliall 

c®liF>®rnti®lils. lEima,11~, sl~~ is1,,ggests\ tili1alh,n_©lilNst 
l)>i1J1rralism 1i11.ay l1,-@· a,m. a:,1,1s-;1,,.veF 1tr® tifu:e olli11..e:.tllSn.0f 
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