
Women 
and Evil 
Nel Nodd ings 
",\ II fcrninisi ,c hc,lar,,hip looks 
10 the prohk111 of ,·,·ii. hut :-11'1 
:--'odding, hri111(, i1 i1110 full. 
fl'1ni11i~1. a11d ,\~tl·n,atic focu..;. 
He,· approarh ·i, origi11al .111<1 

:,tintulating. Slw in, it L'S hi~1ory, 
philo so ph y. a11d the o logy inw 
fr11i1ful C<Hl\'t•1,: t1ion ." 

- Da 11id C. ~lag uin : , 
~ l:irq11<:II<' Cni\'l'r si1y 

Saving the 
Earth 
The Histo ry of a 
Middl e-Cla ss 
Millenarian Movement 
Steve n M. Gelb er and 
Martin L. Cook 
Savi11i 11t,, / :'111//, exp lor es 1ht· 
hi,ton · ofa11 r\n wr ica n r eligious 
:-.eel. 'cn•ath 'l" lni tiat ln : ... thal 

ll011ri, hcd bt·I\H'Cll 19G 1 and 
1!182. "A highlyn:adable.easy10 
fo llow. a11d 11·,·II i111t·gra1!'cl 
ckscr ip1i o11 of a panicu larl y 
i1ncrc.:sti11~ tllO\Tlllt:nt." 

-i\lan · Fan c ll lkdnarow sk i. 
U11i1e cl ·The olng ica l Sem i11arY 

ol llu· Twin Citic, 
:,;;.oo 11111il 6/'.IO/ !HJ. s~o.oo 

1here;if1er 

Masks of the Spirit 
Image and Metaphor in Mesoa m erica 
Rob ert a H. Markman and Peter T. Markma n 
Introdu ction by Joseph Campb ell 
The Mark 111a 11, J.(llicle us wi1h irrcs i.,1ihle skill a11d in sig ht 1hrnu gh th e 
lo ng hi stor )' of 1'k soamerica11 111ask.s. Th er pre sc 111 a bea utifull y 
wri tte n. rich II' ill11'11ra te d acco11111 of one of the rno <t 111is1111dc rs1nod v,·1 
Etsci11at i11g oi · h11111a11iry's great n: li1,:iou, and mythological m1di1io;1s. 
In Jo seph {~11nphcll' s words , ··t WJha1 we ha, ·e h ere i> an illumina ted 

exposition ol th e ,pir itu al co me111 o l a profound!" inspired. ,mtjor 
reli~iou ~ ,y,ll'l1l ... an cxpnsi1io11 \\'hO!-oc argunH .. ·t\t is :-.o clear tha1 o ia • 
harcl l)' rca li1c., w wha1 uu 11plic t1t·d symbo lic-syste m s and profound 
111ys1ica l imigh1, one is being i1111·o du ce cl." 
S!i!UlO 

To Weave and Sing 
An, Symbol. and Narrativ e in the South 
American Rain Forest 
David M. Guss 
"The luc idity o l the "'rit in g i, , i11gt1larl y appropriat e fi ,r a \\'Ork o n a 
cnlt u n: wh irh. a< amo ng so 111any South Amcri11di :111 m ies, im-es1s 
beau t, · wi1h f1111ctio11 and f1111c1io 11ali1y ,,·ith signifi ca11ce. It is also 
abou t 1imc 1ha1 'th <· thin g rnaclc' anrl ·1he th ing 1olcl' should be"' 
fu sed. "- Pe ter G . Roe, Uni\'e n,itv of De laware 
"Gu ss takes 11, a goo d way inw the sacre d iclcolo h')' of' the Yckuana 
ba sket and into 1he u,ind s oft h e Yck11a11a as th eping their ba sket s into 
ex is1en ce."- l' c 1er T. Fur st, Cn i\'l'rsity of' Pe11t1s)·h·an ia Muse um 
S'.17.50 

Notes on 
Love in a 
Tamil 
Family 
Margar et Trawick 
"Ii is llw kind of rese ar ch and 
hoo k that 111a n)· a11thropo lugi .-is 
... would like lo have done an d 
writ1e11 .... T lw pro se is lu cid 
a11d crisp. ge nii) · ,11,taincd by a 
pcn -;,rlin g ,e 11\e of pnc 1ry." 

- E. Valc111i11e Dani, ·!. 
author of Fillid Sii 11,1 

":..lark s a hreak with the 
do minatll intt·t pretive 1raditio11s 
that have been ,t. ,gna m forsorne 
time now."-S tcphcn A. Tyle,, 

Rice Cni \'en,i11• 
l .ilim tlwf h11/1d111 $38 .00 . 

The Myth 
of Shangri
La 
Tibet, Travel Writing 
and the Western 
Crea tion of Sacred 
Landscap e 
Peter Bishop 
"A fascinatin g picture of 
Eu ropean 111y1I" concern in g the 
I.and of tlw S110\\ 'S and of th e 
rolt: th ese lll)'th , pla)'erl in 
shapinr; per ce p t ions of 1hc 
O rie nt. Rish<•p'sriv c ting portra it 
of Eu ro pean co nceptions is an 
imponan1 an d exceptionally well 
written co n1ri hu1ion 10 a n 
under s tanding of \\' estc:r 11 
a 11iwdc, t<11,011 cl Tibet and all of 
l::a, t Asia . ·-- ~I o rris Ro ssabi , 
au th o r of J..'/111!,i fai Khnn 
S29.95 

Al l,ookilm, •1111 1mf Pr tollfrtr l-80(!-M22-665 'i. I 'iw & ,\/ 11J/nCard 011/1·. 

University of California Press 
Berkel ey 94720 
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Tzu: simplicity, patience, compassion. 
The final (poetic) word is left for 

Robinson Jeffers, who speaks, like 
Prospero, of our years laboring under 
the sun, "Enormous repose after, enor
mous repose before, the flash of ac
tivity." He hears in the silence that 
surrounds our lives the "nothing" 
which is the source of all of our 
noise-as if this silence is the treasure 
we've been seeking with all of our 
words: 

Stars burn, grass grows, men breathe: as a 
man finding treasure says "Ah!" 
but the treasure's the essence; 

Before the man spoke it was there, and af-
ter he has spoken he gathers it, 
inexhaustible treasure. 

-Doug Tl,orpe 

Doug Tlwrpe is tl,e autl,or of A New 
Earth, a study of tl,e religious la11g11age of 
The Pearl, Herbert's The Temple, a11d 
Blake's Jerusalem, fortl,coming from 
Cat/10/ic Uni11ersity of America Press. 

The Sufi Path of Knowledge: lbn 
al-'Arabi's Metaphysics of 
Imagination 
Translated by William C. Cl,ittick. Al
bany, N. Y.: State University of New 
York Press, 1989. Pp. xxii + 478. 
$74. 95, cloth, $24. 95, paper. 

IN THE STUDY of mysticism, 
one of the greatest needs is for 

reliable translations of authoritative 
works. Translations are valuable not 
only because they provide the basis for 
a thorough understanding of the sub
ject by the reading public, but also be
cause knowledge of a subject as com
plex as a mystical tradition is fully 
tested only by the task of rendering its 
conclusions into another language. 
The Islamic mystical tradition is re
markably extensive; only a fraction of 
the major literary works have made 
the transition from manuscript to 
printed book, and of these only a few 
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are available in good translations. We 
have all the more reason, then, to wel
come William Chittick's extensive an
thology of translations from the mag
num opus of classical Sufism, the 
Futul,at al-Makkiya of the Andalusian 
master Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-'Arabi 
(d. 1240). 

The present work is the latest in 
a series of scholarly translations that 
Chittick has made from Arabic and 
Persian sources. His previous transla
tions include Tl,e Sufi Pat/1 of Lo11e, a 
selection from the poems of Rumi ar
ranged by subject (reviewed in PA
RABOLA IX:1) as well as A Sl,i'ite An
t/10/ogy. His translation work is metic
ulous and systematic and its thorough
ness reflects a long dedication to the 
subject. 

Tl,e iWeccan Opmings, as Chittick 
translates the title, is an enormous en
cyclopedia of mystical thought and 
practice belonging to the mature pe
riod of lbn al-'Arabi's life; the an
notated edition of the text by Osman 
Yahia is expected to take up 17,000 
pages. Having greater access to this 
definitive work will permit readers to 
correct the somewhat one-sided por
trait of lbn al-'Arabi that has resulted 
from the tendency to concentrate on 
his short work on prophecy, Fusus al
Hikam {translated by R. W.J. Austin as 
Tl,e Bezels of Wisdom, Paulist Press, 
1981). By presenting a more direct and 
comprehensive picture of lbn al
'Arabi's practical spiritual teachings 
and his emphasis on knowledge of Is
lamic religious sciences, Chittick 
hopes to counterbalance both the 
overly systematic and philosophical in
terpretation of Toshihiko lzutsu and 
the gnostic theophanism of Henry 
Corbin. Thus, as the subtitle indi
cates, this anthology stresses both the 
metaphysical aspect of Ibn al-'Arabi's 
thought and his presentation of the 
world of the "imaginal." 

The book is arranged themat-



NATURE RELIGION IN AMERICA 
From the Afgonkian Indians to the New Age 
Catherine L. Albanese 
With a Foreword by Marli11 E. Marly 
In thi s gro und -breaking work. Alban ese argu es that natur e has provided a compelling 
religious center thr oug hout Amcric;m history. I !er stud y rang es from Algonk ians and 
PuriH111s to Revolutionary War patri ots and New Engl and Tran sce ndentali s ts, from 
wilderness preserva tionists and nineteenth -(;Clltury healers lo contemporary devot ees 
of natur e such as Sun Bear. Starhawk. and Annie Dillard. 

Cloth $2 4.95 284 pag es 15 halfton es 
Chicai::o His tory of Ame rican Helii::ion serie s 

MOTHER OF WRITING 
The Origin and Development of a H111011g Messianic Script 
William A. Sma lley, Chia Koua Vang , and Gnia 
Yee Yang 
l11e fascinating story of how an unsc hooled former who claimed to be desce nded of 
God pres umably developed a reniarkable writing sys tem for his peop le . the Hmong. 

''Balanci ng the intellectua l and spiritual. Wes t and East. Smalley prese n ts the fac ts 
of th e case with dignity and widso m."-Martha RmliIT. Wayne State Univers ity 

Pap er S 14.95 (es t.) 224 paJ!CS (es t.) Illus . 
Lihrnry cloth edi tio n $ :"13.00 (es t.) 

Now in Paper 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Volume 1: 1907-1937 

Mirce a Eliade 
Tra11s/ated by Mac Li11scott Ricketts 
.. An appa rently ama zingly cand id repo rt of 
this remarkable man' s progr ess ion from a 
mischievous street urchin and lite rary 
prodi1,.•y, throu gh his various love aff~irs. a 
decis ive and traumati c Indian sojourn. anti ac· 
tivc. bri lliant participation in pre•World War II 
Roma nian cultu ral lifc ... -Seyrnour Cain. 
Religious Studies Rrr,iew 
Pap er S 15 .95 :Mfi p r~ es 

University of Chicago Pres 
580 1 South Ellis Av enue 
Chicago, IL 60637 

..._ __________ , . . . 
.. _._ . ' 

• 105 



ically, beginning with a brief overview 
by Chittick, followed by six chapters 
on theology, ontology, epistemology, 
hermeneutics, soteriology, and con
summation. Although the book is 
quite large (printed in double columns 
on a large page}, admirers of Ibn al
'Arabi will doubtless be glad to learn 
that Chittick has prepared another ten 
chapters on cosmology, anthropology, 
and the cosmic role of the perfect man 
for a future publication. It is impossi
ble to summarize here all the subjects 
treated in the volume, but the reader's 
attention should be drawn to the im
portant sections on "Cosmic Imagina
tion," "Understanding the Koran," 
and "Transcending the Gods of 
Belief." 

Chittick's method of selection 
rests on his recognition of the interre
lated character of Ibn al-'Arabi's writ
ing. Sections both brief and long from 
different parts of The Meccan Openings 
are placed in context and introduced 
by extensive comments. The annota
tion is full enough to satisfy special
ists, but its valuable comments on 
translated passages should not be over
looked by the general reader. The 
translation of Arabic technical terms is 
a difficult task, in which one must 
often choose between inadequate exist
ing English terms and awkward and 
unfamiliar neologisms. While Chit
tick's choices of equivalents sometimes 
tend to the abstract and prolix, they 
will be carefully considered by schol
ars in the field. 

Chittick introduces this book by 
saying, "Somewhere along the line, 
the Western intellectual tradition took 
a wrong turn." His hope is that the 
work of Ibn al-'Arabi can serve as a 
source for the renovation of the West
ern tradition, especially in terms of re
discovering the spiritual and cosmic 
dimensions of the imagination. 
Through the work of Corbin, psychol
ogists such as James Hillman have dis
covered the power of Ibn al-'Arabi's 
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work; philosophers and theologians 
may now with much greater confi
dence approach his metaphysics. 

Some readers new to the subject 
may find the Ibn al-'Arabi phenome
non mystifying at first, and they may 
even feel that the admiration directed 
at him is excessive, granted the diffi
culty and allusiveness of his thought. 
Formidable though it is, it should be 
emphasized that his work exerts a 
subtle fascination upon those who are 
able to study it, and Chittick has now 
made this material considerably more 
accessible. This anthology will remain 
a standard resource and reference both 
for the study of Sufism in particular 
and for mystical thought in general. 

-Carl W. Ernst 

Carl W. Ernst is the a11tlwr of Words of 
Ecstasy in Sufism (SUNY Press, 1984). 
He is associate professor of religion at 
Pomona College in Claremont, California. 

Mysteries of the Dream-Time: 
The Spiritual Life of Australian 
Aborigines 
By James Cowan. Dorset, England: 
Prism Press, 1989; Lindfield, NSW: 
Unity Press, 1989. Pp. 128. $10. 95, 
paper. 

BY SPENDING time with 
members of a people whose 

spiritual beliefs contrasted so pro
foundly with his own, James Cowan 
was led to a re-examination of the hu
man condition in general as well as of 
the specific fate that has befallen the 
religious life of Australian indigenous 
communities. In this work, "The 
Dreaming" -the Australian original 
mythic time, a time when the Sky 
Heroes lived on the earth, and a time 
when they left on the earth visible 
signs of that eternal moment of 
creation-is presented in its manifold 
expressions. Cowan devotes chapters 
to the "Karadji," the bearers of tribal 


