Women
and Evil

Nel Noddings
“All feminist scholarship looks
to the problem of evil, but Nel
Noddings brings it into full,
feminist, and svstematic focus.
Her approach is original and
stimulating. She mvites history,
philosophy, and theology into
fruitful conversation.”
—Daniel C. Maguire,
Marquette University
S25.00

Saving the
Earth

The History of a
Middle-Class
Millenarian Movement
Steven M. Gelber and
Martin L. Cook

Saving the Farth explores the
history of an American religious
sect, Creative Initiative, that
Nourished between 1961 and
1952, “A highly readable, easyto
follow, and well imtegrated
description of o particularly
interesting movement.”

—Marv Farrell Bednarowski,

United Theological Seminary

of the Twin Cities

$55.00 until 6/30/90, $40.00
thereafier

Masks of the Spirit

Image and Metaphor in Mesoamerica
Roberta H. Markman and Peter T. Markman
Introduction by Joseph Campbell

The Markmans guide us with irresistible skill and insight through the
long history of Mesoamerican masks.  They present a beautifully
written, richlyillustrated account of one of the mostmisunderstood yet
fascinating of humaniny's great religious and mythological traditions.
In Joseph Campbell's words, " W]hat we have here isan illuminated
exposition of the spiritual content of a profoundly inspired, major
religious system . .. an exposition whose argument is so clear thatone
hardly realizes to what complicated symbolic systems and profound
miystical insights one is being introduced.”

$55.00

To Weave and Sing

Art, Symbol, and Narrative in the South
American Rain Forest

David M. Guss

“The lucidity of the writing is singularly appropriate for a work on a
culture which, as among so many South Amerindian ones, invests
beauty with function and functionality with significance. It is also
about time that “the thing made” and “the thing told’ should be so
fused."—Peter G Roe, University of Delaware

“Guss takes us a good way into the sacred ideology of the Yekuana
basketand into the minds of the Yekuana as they sing their basketsinto
existence,"—Peter T, Furst, University of Pennsylvania Museum
$37.50

Notes on
Love 1n a
Tamil

The Myth
of Shangri-
La

Tibet, Travel Writing

Family

Margaret Trawick
“It is the kind of research and
book that many anthropologists
owould like to have done and
written. . . . The prose is lucid
and crisp, gently sustained by a
pervading sense of poetry.”
—E. Valentine Daniel,
author of Fluid Sigms
“Marks a break with the
dominantinterpretive traditions
thathave been stagnantfor some
time now."—5Stephen A, Tyler,
Rice Universin

Litienthal ."m‘hl'mf S48.00

At bookstoves or order toll-free 1-800-822-6657. Visa & MasterCard only.

University of California Press

Berkeley 94720

and the Western
Creation of Sacred
Landscape

Peter Bishop

“A fascinating picture of
European myths concerning the
Land of the Snows and of the
role these myths played in
shaping perceptions of the
Orient. Bishop'sriveting portrait
of European conceptions is an
importantand exceptionallywell
written contribution to an
understanding of Western
attitudes toward Tibet and all of
Fast Asia,"—Morris Rossabi,
author of Khubilai Khan

£29.95
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Tzu: simplicity, patience, compassion.

The final (poetic) word is left for
Robinson Jeffers, who speaks, like
Prospero, of our years laboring under
the sun, “Enormous repose after, enor-
mous repose before, the flash of ac-
tivity.” He hears in the silence that
surrounds our lives the “nothing”
which is the source of all of our
noise—as if this silence is the treasure
we've been seeking with all of our
words:

Stars burn, grass grows, men breathe: as a
man finding treasure says “Ah!”
but the treasure’s the essence;

Before the man spoke it was there, and af-
ter he has spoken he gathers it,
inexhaustible treasure.

—Doug Thorpe

Doug Thorpe is the author of A New
Earth, a study of the religious language of
The Pearl, Herbert’s The Temple, and
Blake’s Jerusalem, forthcoming from
Catholic University of America Press.

The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn
al-‘Arabi’s Metaphysics of
Imagination

Translated by William C. Chittick. Al-
bany, N.Y.: State University of New
York Press, 1989. Pp. xxii + 478.
$74.95, cloth, $24.95, paper.

IN THE STUDY of mysticism,
one of the greatest needs is for
reliable translations of authoritative
works. Translations are valuable not
only because they provide the basis for
a thorough understanding of the sub-
ject by the reading public, but also be-
cause knowledge of a subject as com-
plex as 2 mystical tradition is fully
tested only by the task of rendering its
conclusions into another language.
The Islamic mystical tradition is re-
markably extensive; only a fraction of
the major literary works have made
the transition from manuscript to
printed book, and of these only a few
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are available in good translations. We
have all the more reason, then, to wel-
come William Chittick’s extensive an-
thology of translations from the mag-
num opus of classical Sufism, the
Futuhat al-Makkiya of the Andalusian
master Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi

(d. 1240).

The present work is the latest in
a series of scholarly translations that
Chittick has made from Arabic and
Persian sources. His previous transla-
tions include The Sufi Paih of Love, a
selection from the poems of Rumi ar-
ranged by subject (reviewed in Pa-
RABOLA IX:1) as well as A Shi’ite An-
thology. His translation work is metic-
ulous and systematic and its thorough-
ness reflects a long dedication to the
subject.

The Meccan Openings, as Chittick
translates the title, is an enormous en-
cyclopedia of mystical thought and
practice belonging to the mature pe-
riod of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s life; the an-
notated edition of the text by Osman
Yahia is expected to take up 17,000
pages. Having greater access to this
definitive work will permit readers to
correct the somewhat one-sided por-
trait of Ibn al-‘Arabi that has resulted
from the tendency to concentrate on
his short work on prophecy, Fusus al-
Hikam (translated by R.W.J. Austin as
The Bezels of Wisdom, Paulist Press,
1981). By presenting a more direct and
comprehensive picture of Ibn al-
‘Arabi’s practical spiritual teachings
and his emphasis on knowledge of Is-
lamic religious sciences, Chittick
hopes to counterbalance both the
overly systematic and philosophical in-
terpretation of Toshihiko Izutsu and
the gnostic theophanism of Henry
Corbin. Thus, as the subtitle indi-
cates, this anthology stresses both the
metaphysical aspect of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
thought and his presentation of the
world of the “imaginal.”

The book is arranged themat-



The fascinating story of how an unschooled farmer who claimed to be descended of

God presumably developed a remarkable writing system for his people, the Hmong.
“Balancing the intellectual and spiritual, West and East, Smalley presents the facts

of the case with dignity and widsom."—Martha Ratliff, Wayne State University

Paper 514,95 (est.) 224 pages (est.)  Ilus.

Library cloth edition $33.00 (est.)

Now in Paper

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Volume 1: 1907-1937
Mircea Eliade

Translated by Mac Linscott Ricketts

{
NATURE RELIGION IN AMERICA
From the Algonkian Indians to the New Age
Catherine L. Albanese
With a Foreword by Martin k. Marty
In this ground-breaking work, Albanese argues that nature has provided a compelling
religious center throughout American history. Her study ranges from Algonkians and
Puritans o Revolutionary War patriots and New England Transcendentalists, from
wilderness preservationists and nineteenth-century healers to contemporary devotees
of nature such as Sun Bear, Starhawk, and Annie Dillard.
Cloth $24.95 284 pages 15 halftones
Chicago History of American Religion series
The Origin and Development of @ Hmong Messianic Script
William A. Smalley, Chia Koua Vang, and Gnia
Yee Yang

“An apparently amazingly candid report of
this remarkable man's progression from a
mischievous street urchin and literary
prodigy, through his various love affairs, a
decisive and traumatic Indian sojourn, and ac-
tive, brilliant participation in pre-World War 11
Romanian cultural life."—Seymour Cain,
Religious Studies Review

Paper 51595 346 pages

University of Chicago Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue
Chicago, [L 60637
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ically, beginning with a brief overview
by Chittick, followed by six chapters
on theology, ontology, epistemology,
hermeneutics, soteriology, and con-
summation. Although the book is
quite large (printed in double columns
on a large page), admirers of Ibn al-
‘Arabi will doubtless be glad to learn
that Chittick has prepared another ten
chapters on cosmology, anthropology,
and the cosmic role of the perfect man
for a future publication. It is impossi-
ble to summarize here all the subjects
treated in the volume, but the reader’s
attention should be drawn to the im-
portant sections on “Cosmic Imagina-
tion,” “Understanding the Koran,”
and “Transcending the Gods of
Belief.”

Chittick's method of selection
rests on his recognition of the interre-
lated character of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s writ-
ing. Sections both brief and long from
different parts of The Meccan Openings
are placed in context and introduced
by extensive comments. The annota-
tion is full enough to satisfy special-
ists, but its valuable comments on
translated passages should not be over-
looked by the general reader. The
translation of Arabic technical terms is
a difficult task, in which one must
often choose between inadequate exist-
ing English terms and awkward and
unfamiliar neologisms. While Chit-
tick’s choices of equivalents sometimes
tend to the abstract and prolix, they
will be carefully considered by schol-
ars in the field.

Chittick introduces this book by
saying, “Somewhere along the line,
the Western intellectual tradition took
a wrong turn.” His hope is that the
work of Ibn al-'Arabi can serve as a
source for the renovation of the West-
ern tradition, especially in terms of re-
discovering the spiritual and cosmic
dimensions of the imagination.
Through the work of Corbin, psychol-
ogists such as James Hillman have dis-
covered the power of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
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work; philosophers and theologians
may now with much greater confi-
dence approach his metaphysics.

Some readers new to the subject
may find the Ibn al-‘Arabi phenome-
non mystifying at first, and they may
even feel that the admiration directed
at him is excessive, granted the diffi-
culty and allusiveness of his thought.
Formidable though it is, it should be
emphasized that his work exerts a
subtle fascination upon those who are
able to study it, and Chittick has now
made this material considerably more
accessible. This anthology will remain
a standard resource and reference both
for the study of Sufism in particular
and for mystical thought in general.

—Carl W. Emst

Carl W. Emst is the author of Words of
Ecstasy in Sufism (SUNY Press, 1984).
He is associate professor of religion at
Pomona College in Claremont, California.

Mysteries of the Dream-Time:
The Spiritual Life of Australian
Aborigines

By James Cowan. Dorset, England:
Prism Press, 1989; Lindfield, NSW:
Unity Press, 1989. Pp. 128. $10.95,

paper.

Y SPENDING time with

members of a people whose
spiritual beliefs contrasted so pro-
foundly with his own, James Cowan
was led to a re-examination of the hu-
man condition in general as well as of
the specific fate that has befallen the
religious life of Australian indigenous
communities. In this work, “The
Dreaming” —the Australian original
mythic time, a time when the Sky
Heroes lived on the earth, and a time
when they left on the earth visible
signs of that eternal moment of
creation—is presented in its manifold
expressions. Cowan devotes chapters
to the “Karadji,” the bearers of tribal



